 “Youmight be surprised it
" kendw that 137 billion gallons
Slows in every day: You might
“be surprised to know that only..-
.86.3 billion gallons flow out. " -
* ... Leavingus amtsu:plu.__s of
;zpprorimatsly 50 billion gallons a du.g.

/ State Sen. Tim Grendell ¢
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o knew water could be so p_(_:hqz:al? )
'Klimppeued this year in Ohio as a d;.b::le-
over how to best use — or no't use — the Gre :
water supplies of Lake Erie and the Grea
Lakes as a whole has raged in
the hallways of the Ohio
Statehouse. 5
The debate has.focused on
House Bill 231, piece of leg-
islation that was 'suppo_sed to
implement the eight-state
- Great Lakes Compact t_h?t
Ohio agreed to'be a part ofin
2008. The legislation was ap-

| 2
Grendell
proved by the General Asgembly, buf then ve-
toed July 15, 2011, by Gov. John Kasich.

tal groups as well as former

ironmen .
Envin Voinovich have

vs. Bob Taft and George VO ©
g:zlght the legislation, saying_ 1.1 allows bu?:s
nessés to use too much wnt_er without petlm e
and could cause Lake Erie water levels
drop, leaving it prone to algae pmblemls. -
Leading the charge in favor of thecg.g e
tion has been Sen. Tim Grendell, a tes;“1
land Republican, who has used a ste ‘)'n,
stream of statistics about water ﬂm.'qn.g i ;
and out of Lake Erie to suggest that eriticism:
own.
- ar%??::e 28, before the Ohio Senate votel?,
Grendell gave a floor speech 'in suppo?t of tl z
bill that suggested Lake Erie takes in mor

nt that flows out.
water than the amou N POLITIFACT I B4
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" - the Detroit

. Water-flow math

.- numbers in the re;

- tributaries. |

.monly accepted” numbe
_gallons 'of water a second th

B4 |'Metro

mm;,Bl,'

doesn'taddup . -

. In-fact, Lake, Erie actually
had a surplus:of:¥
therefore. diminis] ing.the ar-
guments of those'concerned
about water withdrawals made
by.businesses,. Grendell
claimed. o il b

“You might be surprised to
know that 137 billion gallons
flows in évery day,” Grendell
said. “You might be surprised
to know that only 86.3. billion
gallons flow out. . . , Leaving us
a net surplus of ‘approximately
50 billion gallons a day.”.

We were surprised to hear
more water was flowing into
Lake Erie than flowing out. So
we decided to check and see if
Grendell’s figures were high
and dry.

Grendell told us that he got
his information about the wa-_
ter flowing into the lake from
the Ohio Environmental Coun-
cil, which in turn got it from a
May 2009 summary of a draft
report of the International Up-
per Great Lakes Study pre-
pared by the International
Joint Commission. '

He said he got his informa-
tion about the water flowing
out from U.S. Geological Sur-
vey official Dick*Bartz as well
as from an unnamed expert
with the New York state parks
who calculated the amount
that flows over Niagara Falls.
The expert was contacted by an
aide to Rep. Jim Buchy,
according to an email Grendell
gave to Politifact Ohio. The
aide, Justin Barnhart, said the
expert was actually Angela
Berti, marketing and public af-
fairs coordinator for New
York’s state office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation, which operates the
U.S. side of Niagara Falls."

We dug out the summary of
the draft report from the Inter-
national Upper Great Lakes
Study. We quickly found the
key document section. But the

sured'ifi‘cubic meters per'see-’
ond and in thousands: of cubi
feet per second. I

S0 We turned to’Bartz, .the .
U.S. Geological Survey-official; |

who was a former Chief of the
Division of Water of ODNR un
derTaft. . 7}« o
- Bartz calculated
ers in the repott to:show that

"about 137 billion gallons of ,

water flow into Lake Erie from

runoff to'the lake

Grendeli used on the Senate

. _'Su.:(};en‘&el'l
how much flo ;

here:are also;
n gillons in-.

¢ rainfall that make it into the ' &I1% clatin tates os Falas
‘lake, : : A PN

cording to Bartz’s
culation of the re; 1

on.

NiagaraFalls. " 007
‘Berticonfirmed-to us that
she gave Buchy’s office:

go over. the falls icollectively

* __known as Niagara Ralle: Faw .

fowater;:

- However, he said the 66 billion

:Ohio stories on the Truth-0-
080, Moter. See more PolitiFact O

5 " politifactohio.com, Havéa ol

o figure how much:flowed Jfor PolitiFact Ohio to check ut

:out of the lake each.day,.Gren-;; YOUT S
ns

-4 In the back of the Ohio Senaté chamber, . i -

* «public affairs coordinator for New York’
... office of Parks, Recreation and Historic

taken from the state’s website,

2 POLITIFACT A. wbrl!( out to 65.5 billion gallzohs‘5 H

aday. ety 2
. That math gave,Grendell |
~about 867 billion" gallons,
roughly 50 billion gallons a
day less then what he said was
" flowing into Lake Erie. -
‘However, Bartz said that
' equation is off. Wil s
e-agreed that Grendell has
accurately quoted him as say-
‘ing there are 16.8 billion gal-
lons of water evaporation.

gallons that Berti calculated
flowed over Niagara Falls
doesn’t equal all the water that
flows from Lake Erie into Lake
Ontario.

Bartz said that, along with
the 66 billion gallons a day
that Berti calculated, there are
huge amounts of water di-
verted to power plants above
the falls and then discharged
back.into Lake Ontario below
the falls. In all, Bartz said
about 131.8 billion gallons of
water flow into Lake Ontario
from Lake Erie both over the
falls and from the diversions to
power plants. Additionally,
Bartz calculated that about 5.8
billion gallons of water are di-
verted by a pair of canals, the
Welland -Canal in Ontario and
the New York State Barge Ca-
nal.

Bartz said most of the water
that Ohioans use every day
eventually makes its way back’
into the Lake Erie basin so it's
not a key number to use in the
equation.

Add it all up — the water
over Niagara Falls, the water
diverted around Niagara Falls,
the water funneled into two ca-
nals and the water that evapo-
rates — and on the average
about the same amount of wa-
ter flows out of Lake Erie as
flows into it, Bartz said —
roughly 154 billion gallons a
da;

y.

“It's basically about the"
same,” Bartz said.

If Grendell’s theory were
true that more water was flow-
ing into Lake Erie than flowing
out that there would be a no-
ticeable effect, Bartz said. “If
there were more coming. in
han going out we would have

"Trying to make his case that .
Ohio has'more water than ‘it
could ever use, ‘Gréngll' as ;
serted that about' 137 billion

ert’in ‘this area‘said that
‘Grendell’s math is all wet, The-
d from ‘expert calculates the 4mount

€xp

't ‘the’case, we |
ould see a spike in overall

Lake Erie water levels rise,
which hasn’t happened.. "} "’
: On the Truth-O-Meter; Grej

A p‘;mél ofeditors ru't'g:s PolitiFact’

storiesonlineat .

Emailyour suggestionsto
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CES: Interview with Seén: Tim Grendell

July 13,201 1; Phone fntervielw with Kristy )
Meyer, Ohio Environmiental Council staffer,
July'14,2011; Phone intervied with Dick *
Bartz, U.S. Geological Suivéy official, July -
14,2011 and Aug.’3, 2011; Phone - .+
Jnterview with Angela Berti, marketing and

Preservation office, Aug. 4, 2011;

rnational Joint Commission. Draft




